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SUBJECT: BELGIUM AND THE PORTUGUESE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH CHARGE ON JAN 22, BELGIAN AMBASSADOR 
THIMESTER (RESIDENT DAKAR) SAID THERE HAS BEEN A RECENT 
REEVALUATION OF BELGIUM'S POLICY TOWARD THE LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS IN AFRICA. THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT HAS TOLD THE 
PORTUGUESE THAT THEY SHOULD ADJUST TO THE CHANGING SITUATION 
AND RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT OF THEIR OVERSEAS TERRITORIES TO 
INDEPENDENCE. AS A FRIEND OF PORTUGAL AND A FORMER COLONIAL 
POWER, BELGIUM COULD PERHAPS PLAY A USEFUL ROLE AT AN 
APPROPRIATE TIME IN ASSISTING TOWARD GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE. 
MEANWHILE, PORTUGAL’S ADAMANT POSITION HAS PUT THE BELGIANS 
IN DIFFICULT SITUATION AS CERTAIN SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL AND 
OTHER SECTORS IN BELGIUM ARE FORCING THE GOVERNMENT TO TAKE 
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A MORE POSITIVE ATTITUDE IN FAVOR OF THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. 
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THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD RESPOND TO THESE PRESSURES NOT 
WITH MILITARY OR FINANCIAL AID BUT PROBABLY BY SENDING 
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE IN THE FIELDS OF EDUCATION AND PUBLIC 
HEALTH. THE PORTUGUESE WERE TOLD THAT THIS IS BEING DONE TO 
ALERT PORTUGAL AND TO ENCOURAGE A CHANGE IN THE PORTUGUESE 
POSITION. THE AMBASSADOR DID NOT SAY WHEN THIS WAS DONE BUT 
SAID THERE HAD BEEN NO RESPONSE FROM THE PORTUGUESE. 

2. ON A STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL BASIS, THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT 
HE HAD RECENTLY BEEN APPROACHED BY PRESIDENT SENGHOR AND 
ASKED THAT HE RECOMMEND TO THIS GOVERNMENT THAT BELGIUM FORM 
A NUCLEUS OF SMALLER COUNTRIES WITHIN THE EEC TO WORK TOWARD 
THE ADOPTION OF A SIMILAR POLICY BY THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. 

THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT HE REPORTED THIS REQUEST TO HIS 
GOVERNMENT BUT THAT HE DID NOT KNOW THEIR REACTION. 

HAVERKAMP 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, SELFDETERMINATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 JAN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974CONAKR00122 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: CONAKRY 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 97401 25/aaaaaxoq. tel 

Line Count: 77 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 MAR 2002 by worrelsw>; APPROVED <29 MAY 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BELGIUM AND THE PORTUGUESE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 
TAGS: PFOR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




